Curator’s Choice

A "Whale" of a Well-Shaped Waist, 19th MAC Lab Director
Century Style

While certainly not the most photogenic artifact in the col-
lections at the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Lab,

this six inch long strip of “whalebone” did not have to look

good to be effective. It spent its useful life hidden from

view, ensuring ladies the hourglass silhouette prescribed by
Victorian fashion standards. Recovered from a Baltimore
privy filled between 1850 and 1870, this unusual object was

boning from an undergarment known as a corset.

of corsets and stays, undergarments used to shape and hold the
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5% View of pheces of baloen that have been cleaned and are standing outside
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Late 19th-century corset advertisement (http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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